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(54) IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image forming apparatus 
capable of determining whether a toner cartridge is genuine one or not, 
without requiring much cost. 

SOLUTION: When the device determines whether a fresh toner cartridge 
is loaded or not, (ST1), and the determination is YES, it displays 'Input a 
use permission code.', (ST2). Consequently, the use permission code of 
the toner cartridge is input, (ST4). The device further determines 
whether the input code is a correct use permission code format or not, 
(ST5). In the case of YES, it is further determined whether or not the 
input code is a use permission code that has been used in the past, 
(ST6). In the case the determination is NO, the fuse of the toner 
cartridge is melted down, (ST7), and the use of a printer is allowed, 
(ST8). In the case the determination in ST5 is NO and the determination 
in ST6 is YES, the device displays The toner cartridge is incorrect. 
Replace it with genuine one.', (ST9), and then inhibits the operation of 
the printer, (ST 10). 
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